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Concurrent infection of mice with the lactic dehydrogenase-elevatmg virus
and MMTV-S reduces the incidence of virus-induced mammary tumors (Riley,
1966)

Self-Mutilation Associated with Otitis Media

Harkness and Wagner (1975) reported on a single incident in which a
small percentage of adult mice in a colony exhibited violent scratching of
the external ears and adjacent tissues Histologic sections of the external
ears showed ulceration and acute inflammation of the ear pinnas, external
canals, and adjacent tissues. The mice also had purulent otitis media from
which Mycoplasma pulmoms, Pasteurella pneumotropica, and other agents
were isolated The skin condition was considered secondary to the otitis
media

NONINFECTIOUS SKIN CONDITIONS IMPORTANT IN
DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS

Bite Wounds in Adult Mice and Rats

Fighting can be a serious problem in some strains of mice (Wimer and
Fuller, 1966) It is usually worst among mature males but also occurs
among females in some strains Some of the most notorious fighters are
mature males of the BALB/c, SJL/J, and HRS/J strains, which generally
must be housed one per cage Bite wounds can appear anywhere on the
body, but they usually are most concentrated on the rump and lumbar regions,
with few or none on the shoulders or head The characteristic pattern of
open and healing wounds along dorsal surfaces of the trunk is virtually
diagnostic (Scott and Fredericson, 1951; Fredencson and Birnbaum, 1954).

Among male mice housed in groups, the submissive cage mates, which
are bitten most frequently, often develop anemia and splenomegaly and
have a much greater incidence of amyloidosis than do dominant males (Page
and Glenner, 1972) In one colony of SW (Swiss Webster) mice, complication
of bite wounds by group G streptococci reportedly caused necrotizing
dermatitis and 35% mortality (Stewart et al , 1975).

Skin lesions caused by fighting also can occur in old male rats, but
fighting among rats is usually of little consequence compared with that
among mice. Housing in compatible groups or singly usually results in
dramatic healing of bite wounds within a few days in both rats and mice.

Bite Wounds in Weanling Mice

This syndrome was first reported m C3H/HeJ and C3HeB/FeJ mice,
occurring usually at 5-8 weeks of age (Les, 1972). It was associated with